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Selection Criteria
Award winners are selected based upon the following criteria:

Originality
o The research filled a unique gap in the science/literature/field of study.
o Contributed new knowledge to the field.
e Study population/sampling offered rare insights.

Innovativeness
e The research challenged and sought to shift current research or clinical practice
paradigms by utilizing novel theoretical concepts, approaches or methodologies,
instrumentation, or interventions.
e Research provided refinement, improvement, or new application of theoretical
concepts, approaches or methodologies, instrumentation, or interventions
proposed.

Scholarly excellence
o Research design was adequately described and appropriate to address research
aims and questions.
Sampling was adequate and representative.
Data collection was reliable and valid.
Analysis was appropriate.
Interpretation of data based on data obtained. No unwarranted generalizations
were made. Conclusions justified.
o Limitations, implications, and recommendations were adequately addressed.

Methodological sophistication
o Overall strategy, methodology, and analyses were well-reasoned and appropriate
to accomplish the specific aims of the project.
e Each aim of the project addressed and discussed.
o Potential problems or actual challenges were met through alternative strategies.
o The work is sustainable/fundable.

Significant contribution to the discipline
o The research question/s were significant to the field.
e The project addressed an important problem or a critical barrier to progress in the
field.
e The project had a substantial effect on strengthening the research environment
of the respective school.
e The work is publishable.

Quality of writing
e The abstract offers a clear overview of the study.
o Writing is clear, accurate and unambiguous.



The research follows the steps of the research process in a logical manner.
The work flows naturally.

Headings are clearly defined.

References follow a particular style germane to the field.

Overall Impact Score
o Submissions will be scored for each of criteria below to yield an Overall Impact
Score. The Overall Impact Score will be range from 1- 9, with 1 being the
highest. Scores above a 3 are not eligible for award.

Selection Committee

Selection Committees are established for each of the four subject areas, comprised of
faculty with content expertise and appointments in the Schools which are relevant to the
subject area.

Physical and Biological Sciences

Dr. David Kahler

Dr. Wook Kim

Dr. Stephanie Wetzel
Dr. Raffaele Romagnoli

Social Sciences

Dr. Matthew Joseph
Dr. Ara Schmitt

Dr. Elizabeth Pienkos

Humanities and Fine Arts

Dr. Faith Barrett

Dr. Michael Harrington
Dr. Inci Sayrak

Pharmacy, Health Sciences, and Nursing

Dr. Ira Buckner

Dr. Yang Chen

Dr. Aleem Gangjee

Dr. Joseph Shaffer

Dr. Elizabeth Skrovanek
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