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DEAN’S
MESSAGE

Dear Friends,
This historic magazine issue is brought to you with joy and profound 

gratitude. Themes of leadership, service and excellence resonate through 
these pages. Nowhere does that subject manifest more than in our tribute to 

Thomas R. Kline, L’78, where we share the monumental news of his altruism 
and deep generosity, which will allow us to continue to empower our students 
and prepare them for what is next in their careers.

On Sept. 7, Mr. Kline announced a $50 million commitment that 
transformed us into the Thomas R. Kline School of Law of Duquesne University. 
His commitment broadly supports student scholarships, faculty grants for 
excellence in teaching and scholarship, our Bar Preparation program, new 
clinical offerings to benefit the community, and other strategic priorities. I 
urge you to read President Ken Gormley’s story about Mr. Kline and his life­
changing gift on page 16 and some of our students’ reactions on page 14. We 
included a gallery of photos from the day on page 28.

Mr. Kline’s monumental commitment is a means to continue our tradition 
of excellence, one that is apparent in the July 2022 Pennsylvania Bar Exam 
passage rate. Our graduates achieved an impressive 82.3% first-time taker pass 
rate on that exam, higher than the statewide first-time average pass rate of 
75.16%. Our ABA-reported 2021 employment numbers were also stellar, noted 
on page 7.

Our students continue to embody our Spiritan mission by undertaking 
impactful fellowships (page 12) and participating in clerkships (page 45) to 
prepare them for service. These opportunities allow our students to learn more 
about the law and about the importance of public service. As you will see in 
the McGinley and PILA story, the recipients were grateful for those fellowships 
that gave them the monetary means to pursue those worthwhile endeavors.

Duquesne Kline Law Alumni Association President Kate L. Stoy, L’12, shares 
an important message for all of us on page 38. She recounts the bigger goals 
we met and accomplishments from the past year. She also shares her vision to 
confidently lead us into the future.

There is much to anticipate as we move forward and much to appreciate. I 
am more thankful than ever to be part of our amazing community. Duquesne 
Kline School of Law is a special place where we uplift and support one another. 
Through your continued support you allow us to continue to give our students 
the best foundation for them to excel in their careers. Thank you.

With deep appreciation,

Themes of leadership, 
service and excellence 

resonate through these 

pages. Nowhere does that 
subject manifest more than 

in our tribute to Thomas R. 
Kline, L’78, where we share 

the monumental news 

of his altruism and deep 

generosity, which will allow 

us to continue to empower 
our students and prepare 

them for what is next in 

their careers.

April Mara Barton
Dean and Professor of Law
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CURRENT
NEWS

Zittrain Presents ‘Between Abdication 
and Suffocation: Three Eras of 
Governing Digital Platforms’

Receives Dr. John and Liz Murray 
Excellence in Scholarship Award

Jonathan L. Zittrain, second from left, was the recipient of the Dr. John and Liz Murray Excellence in 
Scholarship Award. Pictured with him are: Dean April Barton, left, President Ken Gormley and Associate Dean 
Jane Moriarty.

Who is guarding digital technology and the internet? The 
conventional wisdom around digital governance has shifted 
from one of hands-off privatization to one of anxiety 
bordering on horror about what the 25-year experiment of 
a hyper-networked world is doing to all of us, and whether 
there’s anything to be done about it.

Jonathan L. Zittrain, Professor of Law at Harvard Law 
School, addressed the history of the past three decades 
of technology and its shift toward greater mitigation 
and governance during his presentation, “Between 
Abdication and Suffocation: Three Eras of Governing Digital 
Platforms,” Sept. 28 at the Thomas R. Kline School of Law 
of Duquesne University.

Zittrain spoke as part of the Dr. John and Liz Murray 
Excellence in Scholarship series and was the recipient of the 
Dr. John and Liz Murray Excellence in Scholarship Award at 
the event.

Jane Moriarty, Associate Dean for Faculty Scholarship 
at the Duquesne Kline School of Law, appreciated the talk

and knew it would be exceptionally popular because of the 
subject and its importance and relevance.

“Professor Zittrain is an internationally regarded scholar 
and a dynamic speaker. He addressed internet regulation 
topics that are incredibly important to democracy and 
our daily lives. These concerns relate to facial recognition, 
algorithmic control of content on social media and 
questions about regulating such content,” she said. “We are 
delighted and honored that Professor Zittrain joined us for 
a public lecture at the University.”

About the speaker
Zittrain is the George Bemis Professor of International 

Law at Harvard Law School and a professor at the Harvard 
Kennedy School of Government, and a professor of 
computer science at the Harvard School of Engineering and 
Applied Sciences. He is the director of the Harvard Law 
School Library and co-founder and director of Harvard’s 
Berkman Klein Center for Internet & Society.
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ABA Reports 94.2% of 
Duquesne Kline School of Law’s 
2021 graduates are employed

The American Bar Association (ABA) released 10-month 
employment statistics from law schools nationwide regarding 
the class of 2021. As reported, the 2021 graduates of the 
Thomas R. Kline School of Law of Duquesne University are 
doing exceptionally well. As of March 15, 2022, 94.2% (148/157 
graduates) of the 2021 class from Duquesne Kline School of Law 
are employed. Delving further into the data, 89.2% (140/157 
graduates) are working in industries where they are licensed to 
practice law or where the J.D. is an advantage to their work.

These graduates work throughout the United States in 
various sectors. Most of the class is employed at law firms. 
Other areas where the class members are starting their careers 
include business and industry, government, public interest, 
judicial clerkships and education.

“I’m very proud of our graduates’ accomplishments. 
They persevered through pandemic-related challenges that 
everyone faced in some way during the past couple of years. 
And their hard work and determination showed by how 
successful so many of them have been in obtaining employment 
since graduating last year,” said Maria Comas, Director of 
Career Services.

The three-year review employment number 
was also reported in the data and is well above the 

national average and above the average for 
neighboring law schools.

In addition to marking 
high employment numbers, 
Duquesne Kline School of 

Law’s class of 2021 excelled 
in bar passage. Those graduates 
achieved an 84.25% first-time 

pass rate on the July 2021 
Pennsylvania bar exam, 

significantly outpacing 
the statewide average 
of 77.22% for all 
first-time takers.

STRONG EMPLOYMENT RATE

The 2021 graduates are employed in 19 states 
and Washington, D.C., and their work spans various 
practice areas in law firms, business and industry, 
government, public interest, judicial clerkships, and 
academia.

A few of these talented and dedicated graduates 
provided some insight about what their Duquesne 
Kline School of Law education means to them as 
they pursue their career goals:

“The experienced professors and staff at 
Duquesne Kline Law, especially those in the 
evening division, taught me many of the helpful 
practice pointers I use as a first-year associate. I still 
remember some of the tips I learned in my contract 
drafting simulation, and I am carrying on the work 
I started in the Civil Rights Clinic, doing pro bono 
criminal records clearing work with the Allegheny 
County Bar Foundation.”

Samantha Cook, L’21 
Associate, Dentons Cohen & Grigsby

“My legal education presented many obstacles 
I’ve already encountered in my first year of practice. 
I learned that endurance and critical thinking 
are key, and that even in the face of short-term 
challenges, it’s always important to focus on the 
end result.”

Jacob Guerra, A’18, L’21 
Associate, Margolis Edelstein

“I was blessed to attend law school at Duquesne. 
My time there provided me with a solid foundation 
in the law that I now get to apply in striving to see 
justice done, as well as relationships with professors 
and fellow students whom I now call friends.”

Noah Keys, L’21
Law Clerk to Honorable Kim R. Gibson, 

U.S. District Court for the Western District
of Pennsylvania

“My law school education inspired me to become 
a public defender. Through the public defender 
externship at Duquesne, I found a passion for public 
service and fighting for marginalized groups.”

Ariel White
Trial Attorney, New Mexico Law Offices 

of the Public Defender
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CURRENT
NEWS

A Tribute to Maureen Lally-Green
Friends and family gathered Sept. 7 to 

honor Honorable Maureen Lally-Green, 
E’71, L’74, retired Superior Court judge 
and first female dean of the Thomas 
R. Kline School of Law of Duquesne 
University.

“Maureen was one of the faculty 
members on the hiring committee that 
brought me to Duquesne back in 1994,” 
said President Ken Gormley. “Since that 
time, she has always been a mentor and 
role model for me, just as she has been for 
hundreds of individuals who have been 
guided by her wisdom, good judgment, 
kindness, commitment to the region, and 
dedication to the rule of law and devotion 
to the legal profession.”

Lally-Green was a full professor at 
Duquesne Kline School of Law from 
1983-1998. She was appointed by Gov. 
Tom Ridge to the Superior Court of 
Pennsylvania and confirmed by the 
Pennsylvania Senate in 1998; thereafter, 
she was elected to a 10-year term 
beginning in January 2000, and served 
until her retirement a decade later. 
From 2009 through 2015, Lally-Green 
served the Catholic Diocese of Pittsburgh 
as Associate General Secretary and/ 
or Director of the Office of Church 
Relations. In 2016, she was tapped by 
Duquesne University President Charles 
Dougherty to serve as interim dean of 
Duquesne Kline School of Law; she was 
appointed dean thereafter and served in 
that role until 2019.

“In true Catholic and Spiritan fashion, 
Maureen has been of service to the

President Ken Gormley, Dean April Barton and Hon. Maureen Lally-Green at the tribute and portrait unveiling.

communities that surround her, in a 
variety of capacities serving on boards, 
several as director and chair. This is 
part of who she is; an astute leader 
who is always there to offer her good 
judgement to benefit those around her. 
Beyond her vast achievements and her 
distinctive career, Maureen is a trusted 
colleague, friend and mentor who has 
been an absolute inspiration to me as I 
have carried on the bright torch she lit 
as a leader of our school,” said Duquesne 
Kline School of Law Dean April Barton.

Lally-Green’s classmates Vince 
Quatrini, L’74, and Rodney Fink, 
B’69, L’73, who were instrumental in 
establishing a scholarship in her name,

are equally enthusiastic about her 
accomplishments.

“Three descriptors capture the essence 
of Judge Maureen Lally-Green,” said 
Quatrini. “A trailblazer, a role model 
for women and a woman of faith. 
Establishing an endowed fund in the 
name of Judge Lally-Green at the Law 
School has been a labor of love for her 
classmates of 1973, 1974 and 1975.”

“Maureen came to realize in law school 
how a lawyer (as an advocate, professor, 
dean, judge, mentor or confidant) 
can impact people’s lives in many 
meaningful ways,” said Fink. “Mission 
accomplished!”

In true Catholic and Spiritan fashion, Maureen has been of service to the 
communities that surround her, in a variety of capacities serving on boards, 
several as director and chair. This is part of who she is; an astute leader who 
is always there to offer her good judgement to benefit those around her. ”

–Duquesne Kline School of Law Dean April Barton
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COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY CELEBRATES

THE CLASS OF 2022
The Thomas R. Kline School of Law of Duquesne University Commencement Ceremony for the Class 

of 2022 was held May 15 in the UPMC Cooper Fieldhouse. A total of 129 students were conferred the 
degree of Juris Doctor, while one student received the LL.M. for Foreign Lawyers degree. Faculty 

awards included Professor Jane Moriarty receiving the Murray Scholarship Faculty Award; among the 
student awards given that day, Gabby Kolencik L’22 and Erin McCluan L’22 were the recipients of the 

2022 Distinguished Student Awards. Brigadier General Marilyn Chiafullo (retired), L’93, 
was the commencement speaker. To view photos from this wonderful day, 

visit our album on Flickr linked at duq.edu/law.
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