
Tribone Center celebrates its 
10th year of clinic accessibility 

and students’ practical 
application of the law.

SALUS POPULI
The Alumni Magazine of the Thomas R. Kline School of Law of Duquesne University 

— Fall 2023 —

THIS International Law Faculty Highlights Young Alumni Profile

Clinics in 
the Community

ISSUE



2 SALUS POPULI



DEAN’S
MESSAGE

Dear Friends,
This has been a momentous year for our Thomas R. Kline School of Law of 

Duquesne University. The upward trajectory of Duquesne Kline is palpable 
in all we do, from our rankings to our employment outcomes. This ascent has 

been evident in our students as well, who have shown themselves eager to 
undertake opportunities to help others and to broaden their horizons.

Our Duquesne Kline students traveled internationally this past summer, 
opening their eyes and minds to law’s global reach and possibilities. Twenty- 
one students embarked on an educational adventure to Cologne, Luxembourg, 
and Paris, learning about international law and policy. They brought a new 
transnational perspective back to their studies in Pittsburgh (p.20).

Our Tribone Center for Clinical Legal Education is celebrating its 10th 
anniversary in its downtown office because of a generous gift from Thomas 
Tribone, L’85. President Gormley’s vision to provide students a law office 
setting and to allow them to enrich the lives of the local community came to 
fruition over the last decade. The Tribone Center has provided countless pro 
bono hours to the community and continues to develop our students’ skillsets 
in the true Catholic and Spiritan mission of service to others (p.14).

Our faculty have embarked on cutting-edge partnerships and shared their 
ideas worldwide. Professors Kate Norton and Grace Orsatti led the efforts of the 
Pennsylvania Elder Justice Consortium, a partnership among all Pennsylvania 
law schools serving the needs of Pennsylvania’s aging population. Professor Wes 
Oliver and Adjunct Professor Morgan Gray, L’19, traveled to Portugal to present 
their AI and Law research and accomplishments (p.33).

The dedication of our faculty and staff have propelled our momentum and 
our school has risen on the national stage. The 2023-2024 U.S. News & World 
Report Best Law School overall rankings were released this past spring and 
Duquesne Kline rose more than any other school and is now ranked in the top 
100 of all law schools. We reached a placement of #89 out of 196 ranked schools, 
positioning us in the top half of law schools in the United States (p.6).

Our entering class is an exceptional group of students who brought the 
highest median LSAT score and median GPA in more than a decade to Duquesne 
Kline (p.7). More importantly, they are bright and hardworking, and bring 
kindness, resilience, character, and maturity that will serve our profession well.

These accomplishments are possible because of our outstanding Duquesne 
Kline alumni community. Thanks to your unwavering support, your law school 
is on an upward trajectory by every measure. We have been able to achieve 
these noteworthy accomplishments because of your guidance, encouragement, 
mentorship, and support. I am honored and humbled to serve as your dean.

Thanks to your unwavering 

support, your law school 
is on an upward trajectory 

by every measure. I am 

honored and humbled to 

serve as your dean.

With deep appreciation,

April Mara Barton
Dean and Professor of Law
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CURRENT
NEWS

Duquesne Kline Ranks in Top 100 of 
U.S. News & World Report Law Schools

U.S. News & World Report recently 
released its 2023-2024 Best Law School 
overall rankings. The Thomas R. Kline School 
of Law of Duquesne University ranked in 
the top 100 of all law schools, reaching 
a placement of No. 89 out of 196 ranked 
schools. This positions Duquesne Kline 
School of Law in the top half of law schools 
in the United States and alongside other 
Pennsylvania law schools that have the same 
ranking.

For its 2023-2024 publication, U.S. 
News & World Report implemented a new 
methodology that puts greater emphasis on 
bar passage and employment rates and less 
emphasis on subjective “peer assessment” 
scores. U.S. News used objective, verifiable 
data that all schools must provide to the 
American Bar Association, and Duquesne 
Kline School of Law’s new ranking 
illustrates how successful the school has 
been in preparing students for pursuing their bigger goals after 
graduation. These outcomes include Duquesne Kline School of 
Law’s high 92.31% ultimate bar passage* rate and 93.8% career 

“We prepare 

students for success, 
and the revised 

metrics signify 

the importance of 
these outcomes 

and our students’ 
consistency in 

achieving them.” 
– April Barton, 

Dean of Duquesne Kline

placement rate**.
“We prepare students for success, and the 

revised metrics signify the importance of these 
outcomes and our students’ consistency in 
achieving them,” said April Barton, Dean of 
Duquesne Kline School of Law.

Barton is proud of our graduates and these 
outcomes-based student achievements and 
is grateful to the dedicated faculty and staff 
at Duquesne Kline School of Law who make 
student success possible.

“Our faculty and staff place students first 
and empower them to accomplish their goals. 
The determination and guidance of our team 
continues to enable our next generation of 
lawyer leaders to be effective, ethical and 
successful,” she said.

The U.S. News rank is just one of several 
honors Duquesne Kline School of Law recently 
received. According to an analysis of the 
Princeton Review’s 2023 Law School ratings, 

out of 168 law schools, Duquesne Kline School of Law ranked 
No. 27 for Career Rating, No. 26 for Quality of Professors 
Teaching and No. 63 Overall.

92.31% 93.8%
Ultimate Bar Pass Rate Career Placement Rate

*Class of 2019 ultimate bar passage rate use by U.S. News & World Report for all law schools.

**Class of 2022 statistics as reported to the ABA 10 months after graduation. This includes three graduates whose start 
date was deferred beyond March 15, 2023, and one graduate who is enrolled in full-time graduate studies.
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Duquesne Kline Welcomes 
Entering Class

The Duquesne Kline School of Law entering class began their legal studies on Aug. 21. 
This is an exceptional group of students who bring to our school the highest median LSAT 
score and median GPA in more than a decade. These students similarly have unique qualities 
and accomplishments they bring to our Pittsburgh, Pa., campus. Here are some facts about this 
outstanding group of legal scholars.

BY THE NUMBERS:
171
Enrolled (FT - 138, PT - 33)

156
LSAT Median

3.52
GPA Median

52%
Female

88
Undergraduate Institutions

38
Majors

51%
One or More Years of
Post-baccalaureate Experience

88%
First Gen Law Students

19%
Underrepresented Minority Students

21
U.S. States Represented

20 - 51
Age Range

6
Military

Fall 2023 7



CURRENT
NEWS

CONGRATULATIONS TO

THE CLASS OF 2023
Our Class of 2023 celebrated their Commencement on May 13. Olamide Opeyemi, L’23, served as class 

speaker to the 137 graduates who received the degree of juris doctor that day. They are now part of our 
nearly 9,000 Duquesne Kline School of Law alumni. Congratulations!
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Building 
Belonging 
by Maria Comas and Dana Neacşu

Building Belonging – Taking Pride in Pittsburgh’s 
Multicultural Heritage Through Art, a multi-year 
collaboration between the Thomas R. Kline School 
of Law of Duquesne University, Duquesne Kline Law 
Library and Pittsburgh CAPA 6-12, Pittsburgh Public 
Schools’ Creative and Performing Arts Magnet 
School, is alive in the art that now hangs on the walls 
of the law library and inside the library’s McGinnis 
Multicultural Lab.

Dana Neacşu, Associate Professor of Legal Skills and 
Director of the Duquesne Kline Law Library, knew instantly 
that connecting youth-created art and legal education would 
result in engaging aesthetics that promote important discourse. 
The art has fueled conversations about local multiculturalism, 
diversity, inclusion, and social and racial justice.

The collaboration creates an opportunity to connect past, 
present and future stakeholders at Duquesne Kline School of 
Law and in our community.

Showing just how small the world is, Bea Bagin, a CAPA 
student who collaborated with her classmates to create a piece 
of art that hangs in the McGinnis Multicultural Lab, is the 
daughter and granddaughter of two law alumni. Her father 
is Christian Bagin, L’00, and her grandfather is the late Bruce 
Bagin, L’83.

Christian Bagin captures this spirit of collaboration and 
legacy: “I am so grateful that through the efforts of Professor 
Neacşu and Shannon Pultz, the Chair of the CAPA Visual Art 
department, my daughter Bea was able to contribute to this 
amazing project at my alma mater. All of these artworks are 
so well done; it is a testament to the ability of the students to 
work collaboratively to achieve a shared vision, which speaks 
to the values of diversity and inclusion. Her late grandfather, 
Duquesne (Kline School of) Law alum, longtime night law 
librarian and civil rights champion Bruce Bagin, L’83, would be 
so proud of her! Perhaps one day Bea will get to enjoy the fruits 
of this project as a law student herself.”

The significance of green spaces in urban environments and 
the importance of breaking down barriers to equal access to the 
outdoors for underrepresented communities were focal points 
for Bea and her classmates as they created their art.

“I enjoyed this project so much, and I loved 

collaborating with my fellow students to create 

pieces that conveyed our perspectives on 

environmental, racial and cultural justice.”
—Bea Bagin

“I enjoyed this project so much, and I loved collaborating 
with my fellow students to create pieces that conveyed our 
perspectives on environmental, racial and cultural justice,” she 
said. “It especially means something to me that my art is being 
displayed in a place that has meant so much to my family, and I 
hope that many other generations of Duquesne (Kline) students 
and alumni will appreciate it!”

The sense of belonging, which is the ultimate focus of this 
collaboration, is perfectly painted by Neacşu’s words: “Since 
my arrival at Duquesne Kline, I have been humbled by the 
strong sense of empathy-based community building happening 
every day in our institution. I credit Dean April Barton with 
promoting this vision of leadership, and Pittsburgh talent with 
making it all possible. Because what is more inclusive than art?”

“I would like to thank Duquesne Kline alumna, Assistant 
Dean of Career Services Maria Comas, L’00, for always being 
an inspiration through her humanity and consummate 
professionalism, as well as for recognizing the CAPA student- 
Duquesne Kline alumni connection we happily discovered,” 
said Neacşu.
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