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DEAN’S
MESSAGE

Dear Friends,
We set our expectations high at our Thomas R. Kline School of Law of

Duquesne University and we exceed them. As we went to print for this 
magazine, we learned of our 2023-2024 U.S. News & World Report ranking of 
#89 out of 196 law schools. This placement moves Duquesne Kline up 40 spots 
to a top-100 law school and recognizes us for our excellent bar passage and 
employment rates.

We are in the midst of undeniable progress by every measure, building on 
our distinct Spiritan Mission, the unparalleled commitment of our faculty and 
staff, and the hard work of our outstanding students and alumni.

The Princeton Review 2023 law school ratings once again named our Career 
Services Office one of the best. Based on an analysis of the published data, our 
Duquesne Kline Career Services Office placed #27 out of 168 law schools. On 
page 10, you will read about that truly exceptional resource, led by Assistant 
Dean Maria Comas, who is always finding creative ways to coach our students 
and connect them to alumni and employers. The Career Services Office team 
works to match our students’ aspirations with excellent legal opportunities, 
many provided by our alumni community.

We also continue to develop our shared vision and connect our students to 
cross-disciplinary learning experiences. We are teaching our students about 
emerging intersections of coding, big data, and legal analysis through a Coding 
for Lawyers course developed by Professor Wes Oliver, along with adjunct 
Morgan Gray (page 14). The course is one of only three taught nationally at 
law schools, and inspired rising 3L student, Natasha Patel, to compete at the 
Center for Urban Business Entrepreneurship (CUBE) Innovators Invitational at 
Brooklyn Law School and come home with first place!

Our students continue to impress us. They admirably pursue academic 
endeavors with success, such as our evening students, Samantha Thompson 
(page 32), recipient of the prestigious Brown Award for Excellence in Legal 
Writing, and Victoria (Tori) Maatta (page 29), who used her archaeological 
background and knowledge to publish her first legal piece.

Thomas R. Kline, L’78, continues his profound generosity and has agreed 
to make an additional significant gift to fund a dramatic new façade and front 
entrance (page 38) to our building. We are thrilled to have a new look to our 
law school for an exciting new era.

You, our alumni, are champions of our School. I am forever grateful to you 
for your support throughout this year. Thank you for being our perpetual 
guiding force as we continue our upward rise.

With appreciation and gratitude,

“We are in the midst of 
undeniable progress by 

every measure, building 

on our distinct Spiritan 

Mission, the unparalleled 

commitment of our faculty 

and staff, and the hard 

work of our outstanding 

students and alumni.”

April Mara Barton
Dean and Professor of Law
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CURRENTNEWS

Law School Receives High Marks 
in ‘Career’ and ‘Professors’ in 2023

Princeton Review Ratings
The Princeton Review released its 2023 Law School ratings, 

with the Thomas R. Kline School of Law of Duquesne University 
once again performing exceptionally well.

The ratings are based on a scale from 60 to 99, with 99 being 
the highest possible score. The faculty at Duquesne Kline School 
of Law were recognized and highly regarded for both their 
accessibility and their teaching. A score of 96 was achieved 
for the “Professors Accessible” category and a score of 95 
was achieved for the “Professors Teaching” category. A score

of 92 was achieved for “Career,” which is a measure of “the 
confidence students have in their school’s ability to lead them 
to fruitful employment opportunities, as well as the school’s 
own record of having done so.”

In an analysis of the rankings by TaxProf Blog, out of 168 
participating law schools, Duquesne Kline School of Law was 
rated No. 27 for Career, No. 36 for Professors (Teaching and 
Accessibility) and No. 63 overall.

Welcome Dr. Allison Saras
Allison Saras, Ph.D., was named the new Assistant Dean for Advancement of 

Duquesne University and the Duquesne Kline School of Law.
Dr. Saras joins with vast experience; most recently she served as the Chief 

Philanthropy Officer at Shady Side Academy and previously held development roles 
at Pitt Law and Villanova Widger Law.
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Pa. Justice Administers Bar Oath to 
Duquesne Kline School of Law Grads

“There are Duquesne 
Kline Law alumni who 

populate Pennsylvania, 
this region and other 

jurisdictions, and they 
are there to assist you 

as you go forward. It’s a 
tradition for Duquesne

Kline lawyers to 
help other Duquesne 

Kline lawyers.”
–pennsylvania supreme court 

JUSTICE CHRISTINE DONOHUE

The Thomas R. Kline School of Law of Duquesne University hosted 
a swearing-in ceremony Nov. 15 for alumni who recently passed the 
Uniform Bar Exam.

Dean April Barton, Assistant Professor of Law and Bar Studies 
Director Ashley London and University President Ken Gormley each 
gave remarks, acknowledging the graduates’ commitment and hard 
work and congratulating them on their success.

Pennsylvania Supreme Court Justice Christine Donohue, L’80, 
administered the oath of admission to the Bar of the Commonwealth 
of Pennsylvania in front of the new attorneys’ friends, families and 
guests.

In her remarks, Donohue advised the new attorneys to take the 
time to ask for assistance and advice from other attorneys.

“That, too, is the tradition of the legal profession—we reach out to 
others, and we help others along,” said Donohue. “We don’t let each 
other struggle.

“There are Duquesne Kline Law alumni who populate 
Pennsylvania, this region and other jurisdictions, and they are there 
to assist you as you go forward,” Donohue said. “It’s a tradition for 
Duquesne Kline lawyers to help other Duquesne Kline lawyers.”

Graduates of the Duquesne Kline School of Law achieved a notable 
82.3% first-time taker pass rate on the July 2022 Pennsylvania bar 
exam, which marked the first administration of the Uniform Bar 
Exam by the commonwealth. For the seventh consecutive year, 
Duquesne’s first-time bar passage rate exceeded the state’s average 
first-time passage rate of 75.16% and the state’s overall passage rate 
of 67.65%.
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CURRENTNEWS

Appellate Moot Court Board Named
Regional Champions

The Appellate Moot Court Board sent 
two teams to compete in the prestigious 
ABA National Appellate Advocacy 
Competition—Philadelphia regional 
Feb. 16-18. Thirty-one teams from 
across the country competed at the 
competition, with the two Thomas 
R. Kline School of Law of Duquesne 
University teams performing 
exceptionally well.

After arguing on and off brief five 
times, Duquesne Kline School of Law’s 
team of Falco Muscante II, 3L, Daniel 
Smolsky, 3L, and Aubri Swank, 3L, 
advanced to the final round where they 
beat a strong team from Marquette Law 
in a unanimous decision and emerged as 
regional champions. This Duquesne Kline 
School of Law team is one of four teams 
from the Philadelphia regional who will 
advance to the national championship, 
which will be held in Washington, D.C.,

The first-place team (left to right): Falco Muscante II, 3L, Aubri Swank, 3L, and Daniel Smolsky, 3L. They are alongside 
Jennifer Murray, 2L, Andrew Lawrence, 2L, Erin Karnsman, and Morgan Null, 2L.

April 14-15. In addition, out of more than 
90 advocates at the competition, Daniel 
Smolsky was named the No. 1 Best 
Advocate in the competition.

The other Duquesne Kline School 
of Law team, consisting of Andrew 
Lawrence, 2L, Jennifer Murray, 2L, and 
Morgan Null, 2L, had three impressive 
rounds of competition (which included 
beating a well-prepared team from

Drexel Kline) but narrowly failed to 
advance to the round of 16.

Both teams were coached by Professor 
Erin Karsman, who directs the Appellate 
Moot Court Board and is also the director 
of the Thomas R. Kline Center for 
Judicial Education. Congratulations to 
all our participants and good luck to our 
advancing team!

Trial Advocacy Teams Prove to be Competitive
By Pete Giglione, L’02

Our Trial Advocacy Program was hard at work this spring. 
Our team of Abbey Carey, River Icenhour, Tori Smith and 
Evan Hannan swept all preliminary rounds at the American 
Association for Justice Student Trial Advocacy Competition, 
defeating Ohio Northern, Cleveland and Case Western. In the 
semi-finals, they narrowly lost to Michigan. Our team of Jesse 
Marra, Emily Buchman, Amanda McCaulley and Corrine Chaplin 
also competed well, but did not advance. Our teams were 
coached by Taylor Corn, Anthony Hassey and Autumn Pividori- 
Kitson.

Garrett Trettel, Dominic Hite and Alex Stephenson competed 
at the Academy of Trial Lawyers Mock Trial Competition in 
Pittsburgh, Pa. Unlike most mock trial competitions, the 
academy competition involves a real civil lawsuit, and is tried 
before a federal judge. Our team had the pleasure of appearing 
before the Hon. Patricia Dodge. Our team was coached by Ryan 
Naumann and Annette Dohanics.

We also sent two teams to the Texas Young Lawyers’ National 
Trial Competition regional round in Philadelphia, Pa. Abigail 
Hudock, Emma Betz and Elizabeth Vogt, and Nicole Lopez,

The South Texas team.

Stefan Hoffmann and Chantal Naum tried the case multiple 
times in mid-February against other law schools from the 
northeastern United States. Claire Neigberg, Rita Murphy, Trent 
Troxell and Josef Raszewski served as witnesses. Our teams were 
coached by Bob Daley, Kirstin Kennedy and David Martin.

Ben Fisher, Liz Wortman, Kyle Rogers, Regan Murphy 
and Melissa Zentz competed at the South Texas Challenge, a 
prestigious national mock trial invitational in Houston, Texas. 
Our team was coached by Shreya Desai, Matthew Newman and 
Emily Sanchez-Parodi. As of the deadline for this publication, 
ballot results were not yet available.
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