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DEAN’S
MESSAGE

Dear Friends,
We have reached new heights this year at our Thomas R. Kline School of Law 

of Duquesne University. We are fortunate for our alumni and friends who 
care about Duquesne Kline School of Law and selflessly devote their time and 

resources toward our continued success. We continue to build upon our strong 
foundation and together we are shaping a future to empower and prepare our 
students to accomplish their goals.

Hanley Hall has proudly stood as our home for more than 40 years. Thanks 
to the continued generosity of Thomas R. Kline, L’78, our building received a 
breathtaking new facade, grand entryway and an impressive third-floor archival 
conference room. These changes are reflective of the prestige of a Duquesne Kline 
School of Law degree and mark our rise to a new level of excellence. A building 
rededication ceremony to showcase these renovations was held on April 10, 
where faculty, alumni and friends joined us for the building’s transformational 
unveiling (p.10).

Our Legal Research and Writing (LRW) Program has been one of the hallmarks 
of our Law School for decades. It has been part of our solid education, enabling 
us to graduate practice-ready lawyers and is embracing generative artificial 
intelligence (GEN AI) to continue to ensure our students are ready for the paths on 
which their careers take them. Our legal research and writing prinicples remain 
at our core as we add another skillset for our students (p.16).

The upward trajectory of our Law School continues, and for the second 
consecutive year, Duquesne Kline School of Law has been ranked a U.S. News & 
World Report Top 100 Law School (p. 29). Our employment and bar outcomes, 
dedicated faculty and staff and your support have been instrumental to this 
success. Additionally, enrollment has steadily risen over the past five years along 
with our incoming class profile. Our application volume has increased by 20% 
over last year, while nationally application volume has not changed during 
that time.

Duquesne Kline School of Law alumni showed their support once again as the 
University held its annual Day of Giving in February. The extraordinary donations 
that day raised $129,181.00 for our Law School Vision Fund, allowing us to serve 
our students’ needs, recruit excellent faculty, uplift our community and get the 
word out about our exceptional Law School. Thank you to everyone who gave 
so generously and to our Duquesne Kline Advisory Board and Emeritus Board 
members who came together like never before to enable our unmatched success!

Your passion for your Law School has been likewise demonstrated in the 
countless ways you support our students throughout the year. From hosting 
students at events, to working with our Career Services Office to conduct 
interviews, to serving as competition judges, you help to shape their pathways to 
success. Thank you for your unwavering support. I look forward to a continued 
bright future.

We are fortunate for our 
alumni and friends who 

care about Duquesne 

Kline School of Law and 

selflessly devote their time 

and resources toward our 
continued success.

Thank you and may God bless,

April Mara Barton
Dean and Professor of Law
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CURRENT
NEWS

Class of 2023
We are extremely proud to report that 96.4% of the 

Class of 2023 were employed or pursuing a graduate degree 
as of March 15, 2024, as reported to the American Bar 
Association (ABA) in April 2024. This includes 89.1% having 
full-time, long-term jobs the ABA classifies as either Bar 
Passage Required or JD Advantage (such as compliance, 
tax associate, or policy work). By comparison, the national 
average for full-time, long-term Bar Passage Required 
and JD Advantage jobs is 85.6%. Employment information 
about our most recent graduating class is collected annually 
by the Career Services Office (CSO). This information is 
used by the ABA and National Association of Law Placement 
(NALP) to publish information about the nationwide 
employment picture and inform prospective law students, 
current law students, legal employers and the public.

As is the case every year, the majority of employed 
graduates work in private law firms, and the majority of 
those graduates practice in firms with 2-25 attorneys. 
Members of the Class of 2023 secured positions in nine 
states: California, Connecticut, Florida, Maryland, New 
Jersey, New York, Ohio, Pennsylvania and Virginia.

96.4%
of the Class of 2023

were employed or pursuing a graduate degree 
as of March 15, 2024, as reported to the 

American Bar Association (ABA) in April 2024.

THE TYPES OF EMPLOYMENT REPRESENTED
BY THE CLASSES OF 2023 ARE AS FOLLOWS:

LAW FIRMS 60%
GOVERNMENT 11%

BUSINESS/INDUSTRY 10%
JUDICIAL CLERKSHIPS 10%

PUBLIC INTEREST 6%
EDUCATION 2%

Students Participate in Small Firm 
Interview Week

In conjunction with the Duquesne Kline Law Alumni Association 
(DKLAA), the Career Services Office hosted Small Firm Interview 
Week March 11-15. Inspired by our employment statistics showing 
that approximately 35% of the graduating class works in small law 
firms that have less than 15 lawyers, the CSO encouraged these firms 
to interview students for law clerk positions and entry-level attorney 
positions (for 2024 graduates) through this recruitment initiative. 
Sixteen firms participated in the 2024 event, and more than 100 
students applied for positions.

In anticipation of Small Firm Interview Week, the Career Committee 
of the DKLAA planned “Tips for Acing Interviews with Small Law 
Firms.” The alumni panelists shared insights about interviewing with 
small firms and ways in which the students could determine if working 
at a small firm is a good fit for them. Students then had the chance to 
network with the panelists and some of the employers that participated 
in Small Firm Interview Week. The students left the event with a boost 
of confidence, feeling better prepared for the interviews that were 
ahead of them.

Pictured left to right: Erika Dowd, L’21; Jim Creenan, L’96; Colleen 
Bratkovich, L’08; and Elizabeth Tuttle, L’16.
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New Faculty Drawn to Duquesne 
Kline School of Law’s Character 
and Momentum

The Thomas R. Kline School of Law 
of Duquesne University is pleased to 
announce three new faculty hires 
beginning their appointments for the 
2024-2025 academic year. They are 
from diversified legal areas, including 
international, intellectual property, 
business, land use and government law, 
and are eager to join a respected faculty 
community, bringing their own expertise 
to the education of our exceptional 
student body.

JACQUELINE LIPTON
Jacqueline Lipton joins Duquesne Kline 

as an associate professor of law and the 
incoming Carol Los Mansmann Chair 
in Faculty Scholarship. She a leading 
international expert in information 
law, intellectual property law and 
commercial law. She has held faculty 
positions at major research universities 
in the United States, the United Kingdom 
and Australia. Lipton has co-authored 
casebooks on intellectual property law, 
cyberlaw and legal writing, and has 
authored many law review articles in 
her areas of research in leading journals, 
including the Northwestern University 
Law Review, the Iowa Law Review, UC 
Hastings Law Review, Harvard Journal 
of Law and Technology, and the Berkeley 
Technology Law Review. She is also 
the author of Our Data Ourselves: A 
Personal Guide to Digital Privacy.

Prior to joining the law faculty at 
Duquesne Kline, Lipton held tenured 
faculty positions at Case Western 
Reserve University, the University of 
Houston Law Center, the University of 
Akron School of Law, the University 
of Nottingham School of Law (UK) and 
Monash University. She has also been 
a visiting professor at the University of 
Florida Levin College of Law and the 
University of Pittsburgh School of Law,

where she joined the legal writing faculty 
in 2020. At the University of Houston, 
Lipton held the Baker Botts Chair, and 
at the University of Akron, she held the 
David L. Brennan Chair. She also served 
as a co-director of the Law, Technology 
& the Arts Center at Case Western, and 
of the Institute for Intellectual Property 
and Information Law at the University of 
Houston Law Center.

Before entering academia, Lipton 
worked in the banking and finance 
industry in Australia. She currently 
works as a consultant within the 
publishing industry, counseling 
creative artists on their legal rights and 
obligations. She is a frequent presenter 
to writers’ and artists’ organizations on 
these issues.

Lipton is drawn to the energy 
at Duquesne Kline and its upward 
trajectory, including its increased U.S. 
News & World Report rankings.

“It’s also an exciting time to join a 
school like Duquesne Kline which is 
clearly on the rise with the recent Kline 
endowment to support innovative 
programming and high-level teaching 
and scholarship. Duquesne Kline also 
clearly prioritizes values that I prize 
very highly, like diversity, equity and 
inclusion and social justice,” she said.

BRIAN MILLER
Brian Miller joins Duquesne Kline as 

an assistant professor of law from the 
University of Maryland School of Law, 
where he has served as a visiting assistant 
professor since 2022. His teaching and 
scholarship focus primarily on property 
and land use law, as well as on state 
and local government and law and 
religion. Miller is particularly interested 
in how community institutions and 
cultural practices affect law and policy 
surrounding housing and land use. His

JACQUELINE LIPTON

BRIAN MILLER

DAVID NOWS
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NEWS

scholarship has been or soon will be 
published in the Southern California 
Law Review, Missouri Law Review, 
Wisconsin Law Review Forward, 
Mercer Law Review and the Texas A&M 
Journal of Property Law.

Before entering academia, Miller 
worked as a law clerk on the United 
States Court of Appeals for the Fifth 
Circuit. He also previously served as an 
associate attorney general at the North 
Carolina Department of Justice and as a 
law clerk on the Supreme Court of North 
Carolina. He received his J.D. from the 
University of Virginia School of Law and 
his B.A. in political science from North 
Carolina State University, where he 
graduated as valedictorian.

The character of the students at 
Duquesne Kline and the motto of the law 
school—salus populi suprema lex, the 
welfare of the people is the highest law— 
were important factors that appealed to 
Miller when deciding to join Duquesne 
Kline.

“Law students at Duquesne Kline have 
a reputation for both sharp thinking 
and an orientation towards service. Law 
school should be a place of learning and 
growth, and it works best if that growth 
encourages not only greater knowledge, 
but greater compassion for others, too. 
I am excited to teach at a school where 
learning isn’t only about fulfilling 
personal goals, but about equipping 
oneself to help others,” Miller said.

DAVID NOWS
David Nows will serve as an assistant 

professor of law and as the director of 
the JD/MBA program and the Business 
Essentials Micro-Credential program. He 
has served as an assistant professor of 
entrepreneurship at Central Michigan 
University’s College of Business 
Administration as a full-time faculty 
member since 2019.

Nows’ main research interest is 
the financing transactions that fuel 
entrepreneurial ventures at their earliest 
stages, recently focusing on the topic of 
equity crowdfunding. He has authored 
articles published (or forthcoming) in the 
University of Cincinnati Law Review, 
the Nebraska Law Review, the Drexel 
Law Review and the Indiana Law 
Journal Supplement.

Nows teaches graduate level 
coursework in the areas of business 
organizations and securities regulation, 
as well as an undergraduate course on 
law and entrepreneurship. In addition 
to his teaching duties, Nows was active 
in Central Michigan University’s New 
Venture Competition, helping to mentor 
student venture teams.

Nows led CMU’s Entrepreneurship 
Department for two years as chairperson 
and during that time, the department 
doubled its number of full-time faculty 
and launched a new graduate certificate 
in venture financing.

Prior to joining CMU, Nows was an 
attorney in Michigan, advising businesses 
of all sizes on mergers and acquisitions, 
and start-up and emerging entities 
on the breadth of legal questions they 
face. He is a graduate of the University of 
Pennsylvania Carey Law School and the 
University of Michigan.

Nows is looking forward to joining 
Duquesne Kline’s distinguished faculty. 
“I’m thrilled to have the opportunity 
to join an excellent group of faculty at 
Duquesne Kline. It will be wonderful to 
lead the School of Law’s efforts to build 
out a business law curriculum that will 
serve Duquesne Kline students well for 
years to come.”

Additionally, he is eager to educate 
on the intersection of ethics, law and 
business. “I appreciate Duquesne Kline’s 
emphasis on moral values. Often, 
complex issues of morality emerge 
for lawyers counseling clients, and I 
believe the University’s emphasis on 
moral values makes it well situated to 
be a leader in educating ethical future 
attorneys. I am especially excited to 
include discussions of using business 
and the law for societal good in my 
coursework at Duquesne Kline,” Nows 
said.

London Receives AALS Section Impact Award
Professor Ashley London received the Impact Award for the Association of American 

Law Schools (AALS) Academic Support Section at the annual AALS meeting. London, 
director of Duquesne Kline’s Bar Studies program, prepares and supports students 
for the bar exam and has been a leading voice regarding the inequities of the bar 
examination and the lawyer licensing process. She is also president of the Association 
of Academic Support Educators, a nationwide nonprofit organization dedicated to the 
support and advancement of academic success and bar preparation professionals.

London engages judiciary and legal scholars in conversations about the confluence 
of legal ethics, the bar exam and bar licensure. Her advocacy and scholarship have 
raised awareness on the topic and have been a reminder that changes need to be made 
to promote equity and diversity in the legal profession.

“Receiving this award is a highlight of my career, and I am grateful for the recognition 
of my talented colleagues,” London said. “I promise to give back with the same 
generosity of spirit as I have been shown throughout my decade in the academy.”
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