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DEAN’S
MESSAGE

Dear Friends,
Welcome to the Spring 2025 issue of our alumni magazine, where we celebrate the 
continued growth and achievements of our community.

University President Ken Gormley, former dean of our Law School, has 
announced he will step down at the end of the 2025-26 academic year. His 
contributions to our institution have been extraordinary, and I deeply value 
his mentorship throughout my tenure as dean. I am pleased to share that the 
University’s Board of Directors has asked him to remain as Chancellor upon his 
stepping down as President, ensuring his continued influence on our University’s 
growth. His tribute appears on page 18, and we will dedicate an upcoming issue to 
celebrating his remarkable achievements.

I am delighted to report that we have risen two places in the 2025-2026 U.S. 
News & World Report rankings to #92, reaffirming our position among the top 
100 law schools nationally. This success builds on our dramatic rise three years 
ago—the largest improvement of any law school that year—when the revised 
methodology began factoring in employment outcomes and bar passage rates, 
areas where our school consistently excels. We continue to outperform many 
institutions with higher admissions metrics in these crucial measures of graduate 
success (p. 12).

Our evening division, a cornerstone of our nearly 115-year legacy of accessible 
legal education, continues to evolve. Founded to serve working-class students 
pursuing law degrees while maintaining employment, this program embodies our 
commitment to transformative, practical, ethics-centered legal education.

In response to alumni feedback, we implemented a flexible attendance option 
for our evening program last fall. While maintaining our primarily in-person 
approach, students can now attend select classes via video conference when 
necessary due to work commitments or other conflicts. This limited remote 
option preserves our interactive classroom environment and strong community 
bonds, while accommodating real-world challenges our students face (p. 14).

As always, I am deeply grateful for your support as we continue our positive 
trajectory while remaining true to our founding mission.

Our evening division, 
a cornerstone of our 
nearly 115-year legacy 

of accessible legal 
education, continues 

to evolve.

With gratitude

April Mara Barton
Dean and Professor of Law
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CURRENT
NEWS

Duquesne Kline School of Law Named 
a Best Value Private Law School

The Thomas R. Kline School of Law of Duquesne University 
was named a Best Value Private Law School in preLaw 
Magazine’s fall 2024 issue. The student-centric outcomes 
at Duquesne Kline School of Law propelled its place in this 
ranking.

preLaw Magazine determined best value law schools by 
weighing bar exam (15%), employment results (30%) and costs 
(55%). Every ABA-accredited law school received a grade based 
on this methodology.

Duquesne Kline School of Law performed extremely well 
in both its ultimate bar passage and employment rates. 2024 
graduates achieved an impressive 88.72% first-time taker 
pass rate on the July 2024 Pennsylvania bar exam, which is six 
percentage points higher than the statewide overall passage rate 
of 82.56%. Additionally, the Duquesne Kline School of Law’s 
overall passage rate of 84.83%, which includes repeat takers, 
significantly outpaced the Pennsylvania overall passage rate of 
76.69%. Duquesne Kline School of Law employment outcomes 
also outpace national averages. The American Bar Association 

(ABA) released 10-month employment statistics in March from 
law schools nationwide regarding the class of 2023. Out of the 
137 members of the Duquesne Kline School of Law Class of 
2023, 96.4% (132/137) of graduates were employed or pursuing 
a graduate degree.

Tuition at Duquesne Kline School of Law includes generous 
opportunities for merit and need-based scholarships.
Pittsburgh has an affordable cost of living with many prospects 
for externships and internships at legal firms, government 
offices and courts.

Dean April Barton credits the Duquesne Kline School of 
Law community for this achievement. She said, “We are a 
law school on an upward trajectory by every measure. Our 
faculty and staff’s dedication, innovation and unparalleled 
commitment to our students prepare them for their careers. 
Our students take their roles as the next generation of lawyer 
leaders seriously, evidenced in their achievements while in law 
school and after commencement.”

Duquesne Kline School of Law named finalist in Bloomberg 
Law’s 2024-2025 Law Innovation Program
By Amanda S. Drumm

The Thomas R. Kline School of Law of Duquesne University 
was selected as a finalist in Bloomberg Law’s 2024-2025 Law 
School Innovation Program. Designated as one of 10 finalists, 
Duquesne Kline School of Law was chosen for its innovative 
Law and Computing Concentration.

According to Bloomberg Law, finalists are “recognized for 
implementing and leading innovative programs into their 
curricula that advance new methodologies and approaches to 
student instruction, technology implementation and usage, 
experiential learning, and other facets of legal education.”

The groundbreaking Law and Computing Concentration at 
Duquesne Kline School of Law harnesses the power of modern 
computing to improve the legal profession and increase access 
to justice. It enhances the modern lawyer’s repertoire by 
teaching programming as a modern lawyer may need to use it, 
with an important focus on justice.

“Duquesne Kline School of Law’s Law and Computing 
Concentration equips students for the changes in the legal 
profession because of emerging technology. It also provides 
the opportunity to develop an aptitude in designing legal 
technology that can ethically and thoughtfully impact our 
society,” said Dean of the Duquesne Kline School of Law April 
Barton.

Students who study this concentration at Duquesne Kline 
School of Law may take courses such as eDiscovery, Coding for 

Lawyers, and Statistics and Machine Learning. There are also 
about 10 other elective law and technology courses students 
can take.

The Law and Computing Concentration equips students 
for changes in the legal profession because of advancing 
technology. It also provides the opportunity to develop an 
aptitude in designing legal technology.

“We introduce law students to computer programming 
and computational thinking generally. In the first-year 
curriculum, we introduce programming techniques in 
mini-modules to increase students’ computational legal 
literacy and to alert them to other possible career paths. The 
new possibilities could involve practice areas in traditional 
legal jobs or in the creation of devices that will improve our 
understanding of the law, decrease the justice gap or automate 
the most mundane of legal tasks,” said Wesley Oliver, 
professor of law and director of the Law and Computing 
program.

Duquesne Kline School of Law is among a very small group 
of law schools nationwide offering computer programming 
courses, even for those with no prior background in the field. 
In addition to the courses and concentration currently bring 
offered, in fall 2025 Duquesne Kline School of Law will pilot 
a Tech Track with a handful of entering students who wish to 
integrate programming courses beginning in the first year.
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Ideas and Support for Older 
Pennsylvanians Shared at Recent 
Elder Justice Consortium Meeting

By Amanda S. Drumm

The Elder Justice Consortium of Pennsylvania 
Law Schools (EJC) met for its third annual meeting 
with the justices of the Pennsylvania Supreme 
Court Nov. 19 in Hershey, Pa. The group includes 
deans from all Pennsylvania law schools, faculty 
and administrative representatives of each 
school’s experiential programming.

The EJC unites Pennsylvania law schools around 
the goal of providing stronger, critical support 
for older Pennsylvanians. Advice, advocacy and 
education are cornerstones of the consortium, 
with the goal to inspire law students to continue 
elder justice work after the transition from law 
student to attorney.

“We are so fortunate to have this group of 
caring individuals in the law profession who 
are committed to elder justice service and the 
continuation of this important cause for future 
legal generations,” said Dean April Barton of 
the Thomas R. Kline School of Law of Duquesne 
University.

Barton co-hosted the meeting and the 
subsequent dinner alongside Dean Danielle 
Conway of Penn State Dickinson Law, and Dean 
andré douglas pond cummings of Widener 
Commonwealth Law School.

EJC Co-Chairs Grace Orsatti, assistant professor 
of law at Duquesne Kline School of Law, and Mary 
Catherine Scott, associate clinical professor at 
Widener Commonwealth Law, led discussions 
focused on the EJC’s work from the past year and 
highlights of the work individual law schools 
performed in the elder justice area, including the 
National Healthcare Directive Day and community 
resource events. The group also planned new 
initiatives for the upcoming year and highlighted 
the initiatives within the individual law schools.

EJC member Kate Norton, co-associate dean 
for faculty scholarship, director of Clinical and 
International Programs, and associate professor 
of law at Duquesne Kline School of Law, was in 
attendance. She helped to coordinate a lunch and 
learn last spring for Duquesne Kline School of Law 
students in honor of National Healthcare Decision 
Day, an EJC-sponsored event for students 
throughout Pennsylvania. This EJC event and 
others are critical to helping students understand 
elder law and justice.

“By having our students partake in these types 
of events through the EJC, we are hoping they 
appreciate issues surrounding elder justice and 
support it in their careers,” said Norton.
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CURRENT
NEWS

Unique Book Collection from 
Special Friendship Graces Library

By Amanda S. Drumm

The first time Bruce Ledewitz, Adrian Van Kaam Endowed Chair in Scholarly Excellence 
and professor of law, met fellow Professor of Law Robert Taylor, L’79, was during the summer 
of 1980. The two began teaching at the Thomas R. Kline School of Law of Duquesne University 
that year. Taylor was 14 years senior to Ledewitz, who had recently graduated from Yale Law 
School. Initially, they became acquainted through scholarly pursuits.

“Robert created a study group of Ludwig Wittgenstein’s Philosophical Investigations, and 
we learned something about language,” Ledewitz said.

From that preliminary study group, Taylor and Ledewitz formed a close friendship, with 
Taylor assuming a mentor role. As Ledewitz said, Taylor continued to teach him in 
all the years he was at Duquesne Kline School of Law through their shared 
love of learning. That knowledge flourished in the scholarly 
sessions they conducted jointly for more than four 
decades.

“It is a remarkable thing to have that type of 
relationship over 45 years,” Ledewitz said. Their 
kinship and scholastic partnership were celebrated 
Nov. 13 through the bequest of a special collection of 
books at the Ken Gormley Law Library at Duquesne 
Kline School of Law.

The collection of books was donated by Taylor and 
Ledewitz and includes the works they collected and 
studied together. Each book in the collection contains a 
book plate stating how the duo used said book to inform 
their philosophies, teaching and selves. There will be more 
than 1,000 books in the collection when the cataloging of 
the books is finished.

“It celebrates our relationship and gives a lot of source 
material to the law library,” Ledewitz said.

Ledewitz is slated to retire after this spring semester, having 
taught Constitutional Law for Duquesne Kline School of Law 
for the past 40 years. Additionally, he has written in scholarly 
journals and has written four books. He said the two men never 
studied his work, although some of his volumes were inspired by 
their studies.

Taylor, who Ledewitz fondly refers to as a “leader of the Law School 
and an intellectual leader,” first studied physics at the University of 
Pittsburgh, then pursued a degree at the Pittsburgh Seminary. He even 
studied briefly with Swiss theologian Karl Barth.

Taylor returned to Duquesne Kline School of Law for the ceremony 
marking the collection. It was the first time the 86-year-old returned to 
campus in 10 years after having quietly retired, except for the celebrations 
of him in the Law Review. Taylor was not one who wanted to be remembered with grandeur, 
but is appreciative of this special collection, for the academic significance it holds for future 
generations.

“He came to value it but never wanted to be remembered in any way by the Law School. He 
was excited once he got used to the idea. I think he came to feel that future generations of law 
students would stumble on this thing and see he studied this kind of material and think law 
is deeper and broader than they thought,” said Ledewitz.
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