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MISSION, VISION, VALUE & PHILOSOPHY

Dedication
The Duquesne University School of Nursing (DUSON) would like to thank the preceptors and clinical facilities for 
giving their time, resources, and clinical expertise to assist in the clinical education of graduate nursing students.

Duquesne University Mission Statement
The Duquesne University of the Holy Spirit is a Catholic university founded by members of the Congregation of 
the Holy Spirit, the Spiritans, and sustained through a partnership of laity and religious.

Duquesne serves God by serving students through:
• Commitment to excellence in liberal and professional education.
• Profound concern for moral and spiritual values.
• Maintaining an ecumenical atmosphere open to diversity.
• Service to the Church, the community, the nation, and the world.
• Attentiveness to global concerns.

School of Nursing Mission Statement
The School of Nursing (SON) is one of 10 colleges and schools at Duquesne University. The SON offers a variety 
of degree programs at the bachelor’s, master’s, post-master’s certificate and doctoral level. The purpose of the 
School of Nursing is to prepare nurses to practice professional nursing that meets the dynamic health care needs 
of individuals, families, groups, and communities. Faculty facilitate the education of students in the art and 
science of nursing to provide ethical, holistic, culturally competent, and population-based, collaborative care.

School of Nursing Vision Statement
From its beginnings in 1937, Duquesne University School of Nursing has challenged its students to develop their 
minds, hearts, and spirits. Dedicated to excellence and imbued by a sense of purpose, the faculty of nursing 
integrates nursing science and evidence-based practice with moral and spiritual values, preparing its students to 
be leaders, locally and globally. As citizens of the world, we embrace ecumenism and diversity, standing with the 
oppressed and vulnerable and teaching by example.

School of Nursing Philosophy
The faculty believes that nursing is a human science profession and an academic discipline that focuses on the 
diagnosis and treatment of human responses to actual or potential health problems. We believe the client, 
conceptualized as an individual, family, group or community, is the focus of the professional nurse. We believe 
each client and member of the School of Nursing community is unique and holds values and beliefs reflective of 
their own culture, sense of spirituality, and life experiences.

The faculty believes that there are core competencies that enable a nurse to provide “safe passage” for clients. 
The core competencies are the basis of the nurse’s ability to provide, design, manage and coordinate caring 
practices. These core competencies are: clinical judgment, advocacy, caring practices, systems thinking, 
response to diversity, facilitation of learning, clinical inquiry, and collaboration.

The faculty believes that together we serve students by being strong role models through commitment to 
excellence as teachers, scholars, clinicians, and learners. The faculty is dedicated to cultivating a sense of 
professional empowerment, a desire for life-long learning, and a passion for social justice as a way of being in our 
school and as an integral part of our school community. An innovative curriculum, 3 based on the changing health 
and socio-cultural needs of populations and the health care delivery system, is integral to the commitment of the 
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faculty to students’ learning and development.

The faculty believes that we all learn best when actively engaged in the learning process. The faculty desires to 
work with students as a community of learners in which all function at a high level of accountability, flexibility and 
integrity. In that way, a true learning environment can be created that fosters the exchange of diverse ideas and 
opinions and advances collaboration. In such a learning community, progress can be anticipated, and the efficient 
use of technology can be assessed and incorporated into the total health care environment. An appropriate 
balance between technology and aspects of human touch and caring is sought.

The professional nursing standards and guidelines, in conjunction with societal trends, moral and spiritual values, 
and experiences of faculty formulate DUSON’s mission, philosophy, and outcomes to guide the curriculum.

Value Statement of Inclusion
Duquesne University School of Nursing creates an environment that values a culture of inclusion and openness 
for faculty, staff and students, and its community partners in pursuit of teaching/learning, scholarship, research, 
and services both locally and globally.

The Synergy Model
The American Association of Critical-Care Nurses (AACN) Synergy Model for patient care strengthens the 
competencies nurses need to provide safe passage for patients and their families through the health care 
environment. The Duquesne University School of Nursing is one of the first to integrate this conceptual 
framework into undergraduate and graduate course work. For more information on the synergy model, visit the 
AACN Synergy Model for Patient Care Website at https://www.aacn.org/nursing-excellence/aacn- 
standards/synergy-model.
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MSN / PMC PROGRAM OUTCOMES & TRACKS

All Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) and Post-Master’s Certificate (PMC) programs are based upon and 
congruent with the mission, vision, and philosophy of Duquesne University.

The PMC programs tracks are for those students who already possess a Master’s or Doctoral degree in 
nursing. Students entering the PMC program must have prerequisites in advanced pharmacology, advanced 
physical assessment, and advanced pathophysiology prior to beginning clinical course work. Graduates 
seeking a PMC within a Nurse Practitioner track will have a holistic evaluation based on a gap analysis that will 
determine which courses can be transferred in and those courses that will need to be taken as part of the PMC 
program.

The Duquesne faculty is committed to nurturing a flexible and creative scholarly environment that 
encourages students to participate actively in scientific inquiry and research, regardless of the program 
track.

MSN/PMC Program Outcomes
The advanced practice nurse will synchronize the nurse competencies with patient characteristics in 
facilitating health care delivery as follows:

1. Demonstrates clinical judgment within the context of the advanced practice role.
2. Assumes a leadership role in creating a compassionate and caring environment to promote comfort 

and prevent suffering.
3. Advocates collaborative and interdisciplinary approaches to the design of comprehensive care to 

individuals/families, communities, and populations.
4. Integrates theory, clinical inquiry, and evidence-based nursing practice into the advanced practice 

role.
5. Participates in the design, implementation, and evaluation of health care systems to foster safe 

passage and excellence in health care delivery.
6. Creates a culturally competent practice environment to enhance health care outcomes.
7. Champions ethical decision making in all aspects of practice with self, patient/family, 

community, and health care delivery systems.
8. Commits to lifelong learning for self and consumers.

MSN/PMC Program Tracks
The MSN programs at Duquesne University are online and are designed to meet the current and future needs 
of nurses who are prepared to plan, initiate, effect, and evaluate change in the health care delivery system, 
ensure quality patient/consumer care, and enhance the profession of nursing.

We offer five program tracks:
• Forensic Nursing
• Nursing Education and Faculty Role
• Family (Individual Across the Lifespan) Nurse Practitioner
• Adult-Gerontology Acute Nurse Practitioner
• Psychiatric-Mental Health Nurse Practitioner
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FAMILY [INDIVIDUAL ACROSS THE LIFESPAN] NURSE PRACTITIONER (FNP) PROGRAM

The online Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) degree and the Post Master’s Certificate (PMC) program 
prepare advanced practice nurses to function as family nurse practitioners (FNPs).
This program can be completed on a full-time (6 credits) or part-time basis. A graduate of the program is 
eligible for certification and licensure as a Certified Registered Nurse Practitioner (CRNP). Students need 
not be Pennsylvania residents or intend to work in Pennsylvania to enroll in the program. Graduates are 
eligible for certification by taking either the American Academy of Nurse Practitioners (AANP) certification 
exam or the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) certification examination.

After acceptance into the program, each student is assigned an academic advisor who will assist the student 
in completion of a program plan. To complete this program, students must complete the FNP course work in 
addition to core and clinical requirements. Although this program is offered online, students are required to 
come to Pittsburgh for the second and third year On-Campus Event Weeks. Students have up to five years 
to complete the program.

PSYCHIATRIC-MENTAL HEALTH NURSE PRACTITIONER (PMHNP) PROGRAM

The Psychiatric-Mental Health Nurse Practitioner (PMHNP) track prepares for certification and licensure as a 
PMHNP who is able to evaluate, diagnose, manage, and treat patients with both acute and chronic mental 
health disorders. Specifically, these nurse practitioners will be prepared to diagnose, conduct therapy, and 
prescribe medications for patients who have psychiatric disorders, medical organic brain disorders, and/or 
substance abuse problems. They are licensed and prepared to provide emergency psychiatric services, 
psychosocial and physical assessment, develop treatment plans, and manage patient care. They may also 
serve as consultants and/or educators for individuals, families and staff.

Upon successfully passing the American Nurse’s Credentialing Centers (ANCC) certification examination, 
graduates are eligible for licensure as a Certified Registered Nurse Practitioner (CRNP). Students need not be 
Pennsylvania residents or intend to work in Pennsylvania to enroll in the program. All individuals applying for 
their CRNP in Pennsylvania must have completed the Advanced Pharmacology course within 5 years of their 
application. It is recommended that students outside of Pennsylvania check with their individual State Board of 
Nursing for that state's requirements.

The PA Board of Nursing requires proof of successful completion of at least forty-five contact hours of 
education in pharmacology and clinical management of drug therapy. These contact hours must be from a 
program which is approved by the PA State Board of Nursing and must be within the five-year period 
immediately before the date of their application for prescriptive authority. Students are expected to have a 
physician or Advanced Practice Nurse as a supervising preceptor as required by the PA Board of Nursing.

ADULT-GERONTOLOGY ACUTE CARE NURSE PRACTITIONER (AGACNP) PROGRAM

The online Adult-Gerontology Acute Care Nurse Practitioner program is a Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) 
degree that will prepare registered nurses as advanced practice nurses to function in the role of an AGACNP. 
The program can be completed on a full-time or part-time basis. A graduate of the program is eligible for 
certification and licensure as a Certified Registered Nurse Practitioner (CRNP). Students need not be 
Pennsylvania residents or intend to work in Pennsylvania to enroll in the program. Graduates are eligible for 
certification by taking the American Nurses Credentialing Center (ANCC) certification examination or the 
American Association of Critical Care Nursing (AACN) certification exam.

After acceptance into the program, each student is assigned a faculty mentor who will assist the student in the 
completion of a program plan. To complete this program, students must complete the AGACNP course work 
in addition to core and clinical requirements. Students have up to five years to complete the program.
Although the program is offered online, students are required to come to the Pittsburgh, PA campus for a two- 
day orientation at the beginning of the program, during the Advanced Physical Assessment course, and for two 
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and a half days each in the second and third management courses.

FORENSIC NURSING PROGRAM

The online MSN in Forensic Nursing program is a Master of Science in Nursing (MSN) degree that was 
designed in partnership with the Cyril H. Wecht Institute of Forensic Science and Law. This program will 
prepare registered nurses to identify new methods and approaches to achieve civil and criminal justice and 
advance their nursing skills and leadership in this emerging nursing field. Students will gain the skills to 
prepare them to work collaboratively on a multi-disciplinary forensic team for the care of victims and 
prosecution of the perpetrators. This program will prepare the student with formalized training to sit for the 
Sexual Assault Nurse Examiner (SANE) certification exam.

NURSING EDUCATION AND FACULTY ROLE PROGRAM

The online MSN in Nursing Education and Faculty Role program is structured to advance the student’s clinical 
theory and experience beyond the BSN degree in the role of curriculum design and evaluation, in addition to 
the legal environment for the nursing faculty member. Learning experiences also focus on the classroom and 
clinical setting, as well as the college lab environment, simulation and online teaching.
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