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Preparing for Post-Secondary Success:
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Learning. Earning. Thriving.
	Conference Date
	April 21, 2027

	Location
	Duquesne University, Charles J. Dougherty Ballroom (Power Center)

	Session Length
	60 minutes, including Q&A

	Contact Information
	Savannah Marshall, disabilitiesconference@duq.edu



Presented by Duquesne University through the Institute for Disability Empowerment and Advocacy (IDEA) in collaboration with the Nasuti College of Osteopathic Medicine and university/community partners
Conference Purpose and Audience
Centered on the theme 'Learning. Earning. Thriving.,' this one-day conference will bring together professionals, families, caregivers, advocates, employers, service providers, and community partners who support individuals with disabilities ages 14 and older. While individuals with disabilities are welcome to attend, the conference is designed primarily for the community members and professionals who help guide, support, and advocate for them through the transition into adulthood.
The conference recognizes that successful transition planning requires collaboration across education, healthcare, employment, independent living, advocacy, and community systems.
Presentation Expectations
Accepted presentations are 60-minute breakout sessions and should:
· Be interactive and participant-centered whenever possible.
· Share evidence-informed research, promising practices, practical experience, or lived experience.
· Include strategies that attendees can immediately implement.
· Provide clear next steps, resources, or tools for families, professionals, and/or individuals with disabilities.
· Encourage collaboration and discussion among participants.
· Highlight innovative programs, partnerships, or experiences that improve transition outcomes.
· Avoid promotional, sales-oriented, or commercial content.

Accessibility Expectations for Presenters
Because this conference focuses on supporting individuals with disabilities and the community members who serve them, presenters are encouraged to design sessions and materials with accessibility in mind.
Presenters should make reasonable efforts to:
· Use accessible slide design with readable fonts, strong contrast, and clear layouts.
· Provide accessible handouts and documents whenever possible.
· Caption videos or provide transcripts for video content.
· Include alt text or verbal descriptions for meaningful images, charts, and graphics.
· Avoid relying only on color to communicate information.
· Build in opportunities for participation that are inclusive of different communication, learning, and accessibility needs.
Presenters may include accessibility or accommodation requests for themselves as part of the proposal submission.
Conference Policies
Educational sessions should be informative, practical, and aligned with the conference theme. Sessions should not be promotional, sales-oriented, or designed primarily to market a product, service, or organization.
Presenters are expected to disclose any potential conflicts of interest, including financial, professional, or organizational relationships that may relate to the content of the presentation.
By submitting a proposal, accepted presenters grant permission for Duquesne University and conference partners to publish session titles, abstracts, presenter names, affiliations, and biographies in conference materials, including the conference program, website, promotional materials, and related communications. Presenters will be notified in advance if sessions may be photographed, recorded, or shared after the conference.
Accepted presenters will be asked to confirm their participation by February 5, 2027. Presenters who are no longer able to participate should notify the conference planning committee as soon as possible so that appropriate program adjustments can be made.
Presenter Logistics
Presenters should be aware of the following conference logistics:

· Complimentary registration for accepted presenters 
· Presenters will receive complimentary parking in the garage located across the street from the conference 
· Domestic travel and lodging expenses will be reimbursed
· Honorariums will be provided to presenters 
Additional presenter details will be provided upon acceptance.
Conference Timeline
	Notification of Acceptance
	January 30, 2027

	Presenter Acceptance Confirmation Deadline:
	February 5, 2027 

	Presenter Registration Deadline:
	February 12, 2027

	Final Presentation Materials Deadline:
	April 7, 2027

	Conference Date
	April 21, 2027



Conference Tracks
Accepted sessions will align with one of the following conference tracks:
1. Learning: Preparing for Success After High School
This track explores educational planning, skill development, advocacy, and coordinated supports that prepare youth with disabilities for life after graduation.
2. Earning: Workforce Readiness and Economic Independence
This track highlights strategies that prepare individuals with disabilities for meaningful employment, financial knowledge, inclusive workplaces, and long-term economic independence.
3. Thriving: Health, Wellness, and Community Participation
This track focuses on the supports that help individuals with disabilities lead healthy, connected, and fulfilling lives within their communities.
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