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Community engagement has been central to Duquesne’s identity since 
our founding. The early Spiritan priests were determined to serve 
those in need–particularly the marginalized in society–providing 
educational opportunities to recent immigrants and their families, so they 

could elevate themselves and future generations. On the pages of this 
magazine, you’ll discover how the spirit of service remains at the heart of 
everything we do. The cover story highlights alumni and students–many 
pursuing degrees in one of the area’s longest-running public history 
graduate programs–who work with Rivers of Steel to preserve and promote 
our region’s rich industrial legacy. You’ll read of our deep commitment 
to the health and wellbeing of individuals in our city and region, through 
the launch of our College of Osteopathic Medicine, which recently 
received generous Congressional funding, and through our Fritzky Family 
Integrative Health Summit, which covered crucial issues like health equity, 
women’s health and healthy aging.

You’ll also see how our graduates continue the Duquesne tradition, 
using their hard-earned degrees to serve God by serving others, in keeping 
with our historic mission. Like Dick Letrent, class of 1958, who used his 
pharmacy degree to build Letrent Pharmacy in Bedford, Pa.–a pillar of 
that small town for more than 50 years. Our graduates go out into the 
community and “treat people the way you would treat your mother,” 
as Dick puts it. That kind of compassion is something we’re intent on 
instilling, in all of our academic offerings, and through everything we do 
here at Duquesne.

Our faculty are determined to connect students with the needs of others– 
like Dr. Rick McCown, Director of the doctoral program in Educational 
Leadership, whose students partner with Amachi Pittsburgh, a nonprofit 
that serves Allegheny County youth who experience parental incarceration. 
Or Dr. James Purdy, director of the Duquesne University Writing Center, 
who launched the Community Writing Center in the city’s Hill District 
neighborhood, which, among other things, has secured grant funding for 
Refuge for Women Pittsburgh, a nonprofit offering safe housing for women 
who have been victims of sex trafficking.

I hope you’ll be inspired by the stories of men and women who 
continue to advance our historic Spiritan mission. The members of our 
tight-knit Duquesne University community continue to lead the way with 
compassion and a deep commitment to changing lives in our city, our 
region, and around the world. In that way, our graduates continue to write 
the history of this special institution of higher education on the Bluff, just as 
our founders had envisioned.

Sincerely,
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AS YOU READ...
. . .you will see the icons below 
on many stories. They reflect 
the imperatives of Re-Imagining 
Duquesne’s Spiritan Legacy 
for a New Era: Strategic Plan 
2018-2023. The stories told 
here show how the plan is alive 
and vital, often reflecting more 
than one imperative. To learn 
more about our progress, visit 
duq.edu/strategicplan.

Five Strategic Imperatives

Re-Imagine the Student 
Experience for 21st 
Century Success

Become a Flagship for 
Community Engagement

Be a Leader in 
Interdisciplinary Programs

Create a Vibrant Campus 
Community

Encourage Entrepreneurial 
Spirit
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Many Healthy Returns
USING DUQUESNE’S ENDOWMENT TO BENEFIT STUDENTS—

AND THE COMMUNITIES WHERE THEY WILL WORK

By Gabriel Welsch

Last September, eminent physician and orthopedic 
surgeon Dr. Vonda Wright asked, in an editorial 
in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, “Pittsburgh is a 
powerful health care city, but are we a healthy city?”

Two days later, scores of people gathered in the 
Power Center ballroom, where floor-to-ceiling glass let 
physicians and students, pharmacists and nurses overlook 
Pittsburgh’s iconic vistas. They discussed how to answer 
Wright’s question with an emphatic yes.

A local and national figure in medicine, Wright gave the 
opening talk, setting the tone for a spirited three days of 
learning together during the first annual Fritzky Family 
Integrative Health Summit.

Supported by an endowment created by alums Ed and 
Karen Fritzky, the summit annually will convene thought 
leaders and healthcare experts across disciplines to discuss 
integrative health.

The 2022 summit featured sessions covering healthy 
aging, transforming models of care, health equity, music 
therapy and more led one attendee to note, “the [summit] 
challenged me personally, as a new faculty member and 
new to the community of Pittsburgh, to blossom were we 
are planted . . . ensuring that we are working towards better 
health and well-being for all, starting here in Pittsburgh.”

The professionals left energized, understanding that 
achieving lofty goals will take work. And it will take 
steady, sustained attention.

LONG-TERM IMPACT
Steady, sustained attention describes the essence of a 

new role that alumnus Matthew Rozyczka, B'01, will play. 
Rozyczka stepped into the position of chief investment 
officer at Duquesne in early 2022. His role? Manage the 
roughly $550 million University endowment.

Duquesne’s endowment is an investment pool 
comprising hundreds of individual endowment funds 
earmarked for a variety of purposes. While each fund is 
distinct, they are commingled for investment purposes 
and managed similar to how a mutual fund is managed. 
Alumni, friends, corporations and charitable foundations 
contribute donations, with numerous gifts to the 
endowment occurring through the IGNITE campaign.

Duquesne's endowment will help 
thousands of people breathe 
easier, live longer, exercise more 
often, feel less stress and raise 
healthier families...

The endowment supports faculty 
chairs like the one held by Jennifer 
Padden Elliott. In her role as the 
Inaugural Fritzky Family Chair in 
Integrative Health, Elliott amplifies 
the University's holistic health 
philosophy and advances the idea 
that the medical practitioner and 
patient are partners not only in 
healing but also in prevention and 
general wellbeing.
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Ed (pictured above) and Karen Fritzky established 
the new chair at Duquesne out of their strong 
desire to support the University’s philosophies of 
health care as well as their extensive knowledge 
and personal expertise related to health care.

By its nature, the endowment operates as a perpetual 
pool of capital. As such, managing the endowment 
employs a diversified, global and equity-oriented 
approach. While Rozyczka’s goal is to support the 
University’s needs over time, the true potential of his 
work is perhaps best considered through the impact of 
the integrative health summit described above.

The Fritzky summit will recur annually, providing 
students and medical professionals ways to integrate 
their work and provide comprehensive health care to an 
array of people. The organizer, Jennifer Padden Elliott, 
is the Inaugural Fritzky Family Endowed Chair in 
Integrative Health. Longtime Duquesne supporters Ed 
and Karen Fritzky created an endowment that funds the 
chair and the summit. By endowing it, they intend that 
they last well into the future.

The real impact goes further. With some quick non­
investment math, consider this: 165 people attended 
the first summit, of whom roughly 150 were headed 
into medicine or health professions. They each may go 
on to decades-long careers, seeing dozens of patients a 
week—the variables are many but the long tail suggests, 
in its way, the endowment will help thousands of people 
breathe easier, live longer, exercise more often, feel less 
stress and raise healthier families, among other benefits.

For Rozyczka, knowing his work 
helps perpetuate the mission of the 
University sparks his enthusiasm.

MEET MATT
How will the Fritzky Chair and its 

related health summit last so long? 
Endowments have spending policies 
that dictate how much can be spent 
in a given year. Designed to balance 
the need to support operations with 
the goal of preserving purchasing 
power over time, the spending 
policy looks a lot like a retirement 
account—spend a little each year 
and keep the bulk of the invested Matthew Rozyczka, B'01
money working for you.

For Rozyczka, knowing his work helps perpetuate 
the mission of the University sparks his enthusiasm. 
While forging best-in-class investment relationships and 
allocating capital long-term is a highlight for Rozyczka, it is 

crucial for Duquesne’s impact. Whether the endowment 
supports scholarships that make a Duquesne education 
accessible for students or teaching that one day may 
literally mean the difference between life and death, 
Rozyczka maximizes returns in support of bigger goals.

The first to hold his job, Rozyczka replaces firms the 
University had hired to manage the endowment. Many 
universities find it more efficient to outsource asset 
management. They use specialized firms—much the 
same way they hire bookstore companies, food service 
managers and other services that have little to do directly 
with educating.

But with the endowment growing rapidly in recent 
years, Duquesne reached a point where University leaders 
could make an advantageous move: replace the fee-based 
consultant with the new investment office Rozyczka leads.

“With a firm, your consultant may be working on a 
dozen different endowments,” Rozyczka said. “Being 
in-house, I look only at ours. A focus on long-term 
investment relationships and decisions matters most— 
and will accrue to Duquesne’s long-term benefit.”

The Fritzky Family Integrated Health Summit gave attendees important insight into the future of integrated health and the opportunities that lie ahead.

Rozyczka arrives with a great network and the right 
chops, his last post being managing director of The Dietrich 
Foundation, a Pittsburgh-based charitable trust. Rozyczka 
helped build that foundation’s policies, personnel and 
portfolio. At the time he left, he managed a portfolio valued 
at around $1.6 billion.

“I have been blessed to be a part of the Dietrich story 
and success. Working for an institution that benefits the 
community in which my family lives is a key driver for 
me,” said Rozyczka. “My undergraduate alma mater’s 
decision to seek a leader for its investment function offers a 
similar but distinct mission—one I enthusiastically embrace 
and endorse.”

Rozyczka’s other previous roles include senior portfolio 
manager at Mellon Capital Management and analyst roles 
at the Federal Reserve and Federated Investors.

“Our goal is clear and far-reaching: successfully grow 
endowment operations and generate enduring financial 
returns to support the mission,” Rozyczka said.

Because the mission itself is so focused on serving others, 
Rozyczka’s goals are far-reaching indeed.
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